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Abstract:
At the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), in order to meet the diverse existing
and emerging data needs from the scientific community, NCAR data services combine technical
development with human and organizational services as well as institutional policies.
Specifically, NCAR’s Data Stewardship Engineering Team (DSET) was created to facilitate
cross-organizational participation and communication. The NCAR DSET includes
representatives and stakeholders from the NCAR science labs, data management experts, and
technical divisions to leverage the skill and knowledge of all three groups. The collaboration
among these groups ensures that feedback from key stakeholders, including data providers and
users, is built into the data services’ design, implementation, and enhancement processes. DSET
believes that data services have a better chance to be accepted and used by the target
community if the community members are represented and consulted. This presentation
discusses how the DSET is using the community informed and driven approach to create its
existing metadata, data management, and data search and discovery services as well as to
develop its upcoming new repository and institutional data management policy in order to align
these services with the community’s research and data needs.
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